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are stated in gold, and those of tlie eastern ones in silver.
In a tenth, century budget, on the other hand, all the items
are already expressed in gold.1 These new currency conditions,
as well as the diversity of coins in circulation and their
fluctuating relative values, necessitated the conversion of
coins received by the public exchequer ; and it was just this
conversion that was performed by the jdhbadh. The jahbadfts
function accordingly became an indispensable one. and his
increasing importance is most clearly -manifested by three
facts : (a) repeated reference to the nidi al-ja7ibadha \ (b) the
establishing of a special Ducan al-jahbadha ; and (c) the
frequent mention of bearers of the title ofjahbadh by name.
The mdl al-jahbadJia is a sort of tax, a premium or exchange
rate that played a considerable part in the financial life of
those times. As a special item it appears in the income budget
for the years 918 919.2 In Hilal as-Sabi we again come across
the mdl al-jaTibadha as an integral part of the public income,
and the discussion in which it is mentioned gives us for the
first time valuable information as to its real nature.3 "We learn
there that £Ali b. 'Isa, later so famous as a Yizier,4 had to
draw up an estimate of the revenues of the Mosul and Zab
district when he was the head of the Dlwan ad-Dar. TTia
principal, Abu "l-eAbbas b. al-Furat, the brother of the Yizier
Hasan b. al-Furat, found on examining this budget scheme
that the mdl al-jahbadha had not been included as an item.
*Ali b. *Isa, however, replied that he desired to be fair in his
i, pp. 256-379, and in Terhandlungen, dea VII. Infernal. Oriental.
Congresses, Wien, 1SS6, pp. 1—18, are to be found {in chronological order) :
(a) Ibn Khaldun, Moqaddima, voL xri, pp. 321-i; (6) al-Jahshiyarl,
pp. 1796-1S26 ; (c) Qudama b. Ja'far, pp. 236-252; (d) Ibn Kimrdadhben,
pp. Sff.
1 The Arab geographers and other Arab sources contain many references
to the variety of coins and their respective values. The collection of this
material toward a monetary history of the Islamic peoples is a desideratum.'
*	Kremer, Einnahmebudget^ pp. 28, 32, 34, 3S.
3 Cf. also H. F, Amedroz, " Abbasid Administration in its Decay,**
JJRAS., 1913, p. 835; TT«=., 255.
*	Beg&rding him, see the merit orions work of H. Bowen, The Life and
Time* of 1AU ibn «J«3, Cambridge, 1928.

